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from pathological experience how frequently perseverations
occur  in  severe   brain-lesions,   e.g.   apoplexies, tumours,
atrophic and other degenerative  conditions.    These may
well be ascribed to this impeded restitution-process.   Thus
Gross' hypothesis has a good share of probability.    It is
only natural, therefore, to raise the question whether there
may not be  individuals, or  even   types, in whom  the
restitution period, the secondary function, persists longer
than in others, and, if so, whether certain peculiar psycho-
logies may not eventually be traceable to this.    A brief
secondary function, clearly, influences fewer consecutive
associations in a given length of time than a long one.
Hence, in the former case, the primary function can occur
much more frequently.    The psychological picture, in such
a case, would show a constant and rapidly renewed readi-
ness for action and reaction, hence a kind of capacity for
deviation, a tendency to   a  superficiality of  associative
connections, and a lack of the deeper, more integrated
connections, a certain incoherence, therefore, in so far as
significance is expected of the association.    On the other
hand many new themata crowd up in the jmit of time,
though not at all deeply engaged or clearly focussed; so
that heterogeneous ideas of varying values appear, as it
were, on the same niveau, thus giving an impression of
a "levelling of ideas " (Wernicke).   This rapid succession
of id^as   in  the   primary   function   excludes   any   real
experielfeee of the affective value of the thema per se; hence,
the affectivity cannot be anything but superficial.    But, at
the same time, rapid adaptations and changes of attitude
are   thereby   rendered   possible.    The   real   intellectual
process—or, better still, abstraction—naturally suffers from
the abbreviation of  the   secondary   function, since the
process of abstraction demands a sustained contemplation
of several initial ideas plus their after-effects, and therefore
a longer secondary function.   Without this, no intensifica-

